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Whose Is It Anyway?
Adapted by Pastor David Tinker
from LC-MS Stewardship Rescurces

If you have every bought or sold a house, you are acquainted with the concept of a “title
search.” Before you can sell your house, and before anyone else will feel comfortable putting
down the money to buy it, you have to prove that you really own it. So a title company looks
through the public records to ensure that you bought it from the person who really owned it,
who bought it from the person who really owned it before that, all the way back to the
earliest records of your state, including when your state was only a territory or colony of
England.

Peak into a preschool classroom during playtime and you’ll see a simplified version of this. A
child starts playing with a ball, but another child says, “That’s mine: | had it first.”

You can’t understand the Seventh Commandment without understanding this concept of
ownership or title. As the Small Catechism puts it: “You shall not steal. What does this mean?
We are to fear and love God, so that we neither take our neighbors’ money or property nor
acquire them by using shoddy merchandise or crooked deals, but instead help them to
improve and protect their property and income.”

Your neighbor’s possessions are his: you don’t have a right to take them. And likewise, your
possessions are yours. Ownership and property rights are foundational to any functioning
society.

But there is something deeper to know about ownership, and that is the question of who has
the title and ownership to you? Paul says, “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of
the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you
were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.” (1 Cor. 6:19-20).

If you yourself are owned by God, then of course everything that you own, you really only
possess by God’s leave: all of it, at bottom, belongs to him since you belong to him. For you
were bought with the blood of Christ. This principle is affirmed in Psalm 24:1-2, which read,
“The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it; for he has
founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers.”

This notion is the foundation of all Christian stewardship. It all belongs to God. It should all
be used for things that bring honor to His name, blessings to our neighbors and the extension
of His kingdom. Some of this response to God’s truth and love will be through your ministry
offerings given at MLLC. Some of this will be giving of your time, money, and other resources
to be a blessing to others. Some will be through your use and management of life and
resources each day of your life.

As redeemed children of God, our bottom line is that everything belongs to God. Therefore,
we are called and empowered to do all to God’s glory and honor. “And whatever you do, in
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.” Philippians 3:17



LUTHERAN DENOMINATIONAL FORUMS
As authorized by the congregation at the August 27, 2023, Special Congregational
Meeting, Church Council has scheduled the third of three Lutheran denominational
forums.

Monday, April 8, at 6 p.m. in the church sanctuary. This forum will be with Pastor
Nate Hill of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LC-MS). He is the representative
of the Texas District LC-MS for our part of Texas.

The format of the forum will be similar to previously held forums with the
representative pastors providing an introduction of himself and his organization,
answering questions developed by the Research Committee and Council, and then
answering questions from the congregation. The goal of the forum is to provide the
congregation information about the LC-MS.

There will be NO votes or action taken at this forum.

The web site for the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod: https:/iwww.lcms.org/

If you are unable to attend the forums in person, the forums will also be broadcast on
Facebook Live. Should you have any questions regarding the forum, please contact
Pastor Tinker or Joshua Eckert, Council President.



Church Council Highlights from March 12, 2024

Members Present: Josh Eckert, President, Blake Dooley, Pastor Tinker, Jason Schroeder, Secretary, Danielle Nelson,
Treasurer, Joys Baird, Worship, Amelia Willlams, Christian Education, JoLynn Schoenberg - Qutreach, Vickie Neutzler,
Stewardship,

Members Absent - Blake Dooley, President Elect & Todd Dooley - Property

Meeting called to order at 6:03 pm by Josh Eckert.

The devotion and prayer were led by Pastor.

Pastor's Report:

Items of Special Note:

Confirmation Class resumes in April.

+*New Member — Sharon Rhome, by affirmation of faith, due to not being a member currently at another church.
Baptized and confirmed in Lutheran churches. Cousin to Susan Ray and Wade Eilers.

*Funerals — Matt Kelley (February 16) and LaVerne Kunkel {March 9)

*Upcoming Wedding on calendar: Faith Stork and Tanner Whitsel. August 10, 2024, at MLLC.

*Vacation time 2024 update: All four weeks, plus the potential 5 special Saturdays remain for 2024.

Upcoming Events:
*Upcoming Crossroads Shared Lutheran Ministry Meetings usually 9-10:30 a.m. May 11, 2024 - Saturday Location: Round
Top.

Committee Reports:

Christian Education Committee: in regards to the Food Pantry distribution at Waldeck, one has to be in seventh grade or
older and looking at doing this in the next few months. An Easter egg hunt will be held after worship on Easter Sunday
worship service.

Outreach Committee: JoLynn reported that items are being gathered for Easter breakfast.

Property Committee: The floor under the washer and dryer in the Fellowship Hall will be fixed by an anonymous donor.
Looking at fixing the toilets in the women's bathroom in the Fellowship Hall and also the small toilet in between the

Sunday school rooms. This is being tabled. April 7th will be a congregational cleanup day with a potluck meal.

Plans are to clean the classrooms with the items being donated to Second Chance. Replacing the roof of the

Sunday School wing was discussed with no decisions made.

Stewardship Committee: No new business.

Worship Committee: The sound and equipment company, Electronic Specialists, are currently pricing the equipment. The
installation of the new sight and sound equipment will be installed by June, 2024. Lenten meals have been going well in
Carmine and Waldeck. The three Holy Days were discussed as well as Easter services. Discussed collecting

Noisy Offering during the second Saturday service each month to coincide with the Sunday morning service.

Old Business: Signature cards have been tumed to Carmine State Bank.

New Business: Pastor moved to have Sharon Rhome be a new member with a second by Vickie. All approved,
Pastor Nate Hill of Winchester will be present for the Lutheran-Missouri Synod forum on April 8th at 6 pm.
Audrey Sternedal is leaving as secretary as of July 1st. Mia moved to have the secretary job decreased to

one secretary. Pastor seconded and all approved. Danielle will be doing the accounting while being treasurer.
Vickie Neutzier will give the devotion at next month’s meeting on April 9, 2024 at 6:00 pm.

Jason Schroeder moved to adjourn the meeting with a second by JoLynn Schoenberg. All approved.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 pm followed by The Lord's Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Jason Schroeder, Secretary



MLLC Financial Information

February 2024 Monthly February Expense Highlights
Total Income Office Expenses $
Total Expenses World/Community Benev. $
Net Income(Loss): Staff Salaries & Benefits $
Property/Utilities $
February Year to Date Worship $
Total Income Stewardship $
Total Expenses Outreach Committee $

Net Income(Loss):

Above information not available at the time of print. It will be included next month.

Attendance & Contributions

DATE ATTENDANCE GENERAL ONLINE BUILDING
02/03 18 $1,617.25 $ 57.90

02/04 50 $2,645.00 $150.00
02/10 21 $ 335.00 $146.07

02/11 37 $6,080.00 $107.90 $150.00
02/14 Ash Wed. 25 $ 605.00

02/17 22 $ 310.00

02/18 LentMLLC 38 $2,105.00 $100.00
02121 22 $ 165.00

02/24 19 $ 280.00

02/25 28 $1,326.00 $50.00

02/28 Lent/Waldeck $ 65.00



Daily Bible Readings for April 1 thru 30

April1 April 10 April 19 April 28

John 20:1-10 John 6:22-29 John &:1-15 John 9:1-12
Mark 16:9-20 1 Corinthians 10:14-22 1 Corinthians 7:25-40 1 Corinthians 14:34-40
Psalms 75,76, 1 79, 82 Psalms 95,96 T 97,98 Psalms 59, 65, 67 Psalms 139, 141, 142
Song of Solomon 2 Ezekiel 3 Ezekiel 12 Ezekiel 21

April 2 April 11 April 20 April 29

John 20:11-18 John 6:30-40 John 4:16-26 John 9:13-23

1 Corinthians 5:1-13 1 Corinthians 11:17-26 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 1 Corinthians 16:1-11
Psaims 78:1-40 Psalms 99, 100, 101 1 102 Psalms 68:1-35 Psalms 140 &143
Song of Solomon 3 Ezekiel 4 Ezekial 13 Ezekiel 22

April 3 April 12 April 21 April 30

Luke 24:1-12 John 6:41-51 John 4:27-38 John 9:24-34
Luke 24:13-49 1 Corinthians 11:27-34 1 Corinthians 10:23-11:1 1 Corinthians 16:12-24
Psalms 78:41-72 t 80 Psalms 103 t 104 Pslams 69:1-36 Psalms 114 & 145
Songs of Solomon 4 Ezekiel 5 Ezekiel 15 Ezekiel 23

April 4 April 13 April 22

Mark 16:1-8 John 6:52-59 John 4:39-45

1 Corinthians 15:1-19 1 Corinthians 9:1-18 1 Corinthians11:2-16

Psalms 81 1 83 Psalms 105:1-45 Psalms 71 & 73

Song of Solomon 5 Ezekiel 6 Ezekiel 15

April 5 April 14 April 23

John 21:1-14 John 6:60-71 John 4:46-54

1 Corinthians 15:20-34 1 Corinthians 9:19-27 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

Psalms 84 t 85 Psalms 106:1-48 Psalms 74, 77 & 120, 121

Song of Solomon 6 Ezekiel 7 Ezekiel 16

April 6 April 15 April 24

John 21:15-25 John 2:13-25 John 5:1-15

1 Corinthians 15:35-49 1 Corinthians 6:1-11 1 Corinthians 12:12-31

Psalms 86, 87 1 88 Psalms 107:1-43 Psalms 122, 123, 124, 125, 126

Song of Solomon 7 Ezekiel 8 Ezekiel 17

April 7 April 16 April 25

John 20:19-31 John 3:1-8 John 5:16-23

1 Corinthians 15:50-58 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 1 Corinthians 14:1.12

Psalms 89:1-52 Psalms 108, 130 1 110, 111, 112 Psalms 127, 128, 129

Song of Solomon 8 Ezekle! 9 Ezekiel 18

April 8 April 17 April 26

John 6:1-14 John 3:9-21 John 5:24-30

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 1 Corinthians 7:1-9 1 Corinthians 14:20-33

Psalms 90 1 91 Psalms 113, 114 t 115, 116, 117 Psalms 132, 133, 134, 135

Ezekiel 1 Ezekiel 10 Ezekiel 19

April 9 April 18 April 27

John 6:15-21 John 3:22-36 John 5:31-47

1 Corinthians 10:1-13 1 Corinthians 7:10-24 1 Corinthians 14:20-33

Psalms 92,93 194 Psalms 63, 64 T 131, 132 Psalms 136, 137 &138

Ezekiel 2 Ezekiel 11 Ezekiel 20

Get the Daily Devotional Book. There is so much more to the St. James Daily Devotional Guide for the Christian Year. Here is
the link to the subscription page: https://www.fsj.org/ or call 1-800-283-8333.



Summer Camp 2024 at Lutherhili

Younger youth

It is the tradition of our Crossroads Shared Ministry Churches — Carmine, Waldeck,
Round Top, and Shelby - to encourage the younger youth {ending grade 6 and
younger) to attend Lutherhill together. This has traditionally been the final week of
camp. In 2024, that week is Week 8 — July 28 — August 2. If this week doesn't work for
your family, see the Lutherhill web site for more dates. The web site for registration is;
Lutherhill.org Look for any week noting: Alpha, Youngn, Yearling, as relates to your
youth’s age group:

ALPHA | Completed ist or 2nd Grade (3 Night Stay)

YOUNGN | Completed 2nd or 3rd Grade

YEARLING | Completed 4th, 5th or 6th Grade

Additionally, MLLC has set aside budget money to cover up to 100% of camp
expenses for youth who attend a week at Lutherhill. This will come from donations to
the camping fund and other giving. Some of this will also come from the aluminum
can fund of Lutheran Men in Mission. That will be at least $50 of the total available for
each youth. We do not want financial difficulties prevent your child attending camp,
please contact Pastor David Tinker privately about financial assistance for camp.
When you register, make sure Lutherhill knows that some or all of your basic camp
cost is to be paid by MLLC.

Confirmation Camp

The congregation also covers the complete cost of one full week of Confirmation
Camp at Lutherhill for youth currently in Confirmation Class. The date for this camp
will also be July 28-August 2, 2024. If this week does not work for your youth, see the
Lutherhill web site for other dates which would work. See any program noting, “Jr.
High." Please contact Pastor Tinker with guestions.

When you register, make sure Lutherhill knows that all of your basic camp cost is to
be paid by MLLC.



Friends and Family Prayer Concerns: Kim Wunderlich Lewis{additional chemo), Charlie Brown
{open heart surgery, friend of Wendy McDaniel), Angie Colpetzer (health concerns), Doug Harmel
(on hospice, friend of Darrel & Vickie Neutzler), Kalissa Pomykal (recent surgery), Edith Flinn (recent
fall), Kathryn Raeke (health concerns, friend of Susan Ray), Greyson Steele (cancer — Grandson of
a friend of Cherrie Wines), Dina Nelscn (health concerns & comfort, relative of Susan Bathe), Jenell
Jaster (health concerns), Stacy Mooney (treatments for returning brain tumor, niece of Sheryl Pratt),
Anita Drydale (health concerns), Bradley Rinn (health concerns, friend of Darrel & Vickie Neutzler),
Earl Neumann (health concerns), Mark Hinze (cancer, son of Kenny Hinze), Paula Barrick {health
concerns).

Homebound Members: Jimmy Flinn, Thelma Hinze, Joyce Fuchs, Daniel & lla Nell Kieke, Allyne
McGilvra, David & Sara Eilers, Brenda Callahan, Dorothy Marth.

Members in Care Facilities: Judy Yarborough (The Manor, Benton, AR), Gladys Roemer (Argent
Court).

Military Personnel: MLLC member: Joseph Vogel Family & Friends: Justyn Bearden, Michael
Martin, Kyle Slaughter, Joshua Finke, and all those who serve, known and unknown, in harm's way.

SYMPATHY to the family of LaVerne Kunkel, Flora Jahnz, Herbert Shelby, Maurice Boettcher,
Dina Jo Nelson, Delores Hennig (Sedalia Ulirich’s Aunt).



WOMEN OF THE ELCA
Rebekah Group will meet on Thursday, April 11th at 2:00 pm.

The Bible Study theme: Scripture and nature: Teachers of Faith
Session 4: Food: Daily bread for health of the world

The meeting will be hosted by Diana Wunderlich and Jocie Braun
Bible Study will be led by Susan Ray
Joys Baird will present the Offering Meditation.

Quilting is scheduled for Monday, April 8, 2024 at 9:00 am in the Mission & Ministry Bldg.

SAVE CANCELLED POSTAGE STAMPS for MLLC WELCA

A new resource, Stamps for the Wounded, has been found to donate our cancelled
postage stamps. Previously, we gave them to Lutheran World Relief, but they no longer
have this program.

Stamps for the Wounded serves our wounded and ill servicemen and women who are in-
and out-patients at Department of Veterans Affairs hospitals and domiciliaries located
across the country. These people have served in the U.S. Military in foreign wars as far
back as WWII extending to the most recent actions in the Middle East and in trouble spots
all over the world.

These stamps can give bedridden patients, long-term treatment patients, and convalescent
patients, a consuming interest. They can sort and mount stamps while in bed. If ambulatory,
or even in a wheelchair, they can pass happy hours soaking stamps and mounting them in
albums. Even the withdrawn, mentally disabled patient takes pleasure in using more
common stamps in organized therapy sessions to make fanciful greeting cards, or to cover
decorative boxes.

Please bring your cut out stamps with a % inch edge or your envelopes with stamps to the
parlor.

The WELCA thanks you for participating in this ongoing program.



Crossroads Shared Lutheran Ministries
April 2024 Happenings
Waldeck Lutheran Church - St. Paul Lutheran Church - Shelby
Bethlehem Lutheran Church - Round Top
Martin Luther Lutheran Church - Carmine

Next Shared Ministry Meeting - May 11, 2024 - at Round Top

Bethlehem Lutheran Church - Round Top
412 S White St

Round Top, TX 78954

(979) 249-3686

E-mail: blc@cvetx.com

Find us on Facebook

Woaorship on Sunday — 9:30 a.m.
Noisy Offering on 1st Sunday monthly
Pastor John David Nedbalek

Ruth Circle will be meeting in the Educational
Building Thursday, April 4, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. All
visitors and new members are welcome to
attend.

Pastor John David will be leading Adult Bible
Study Classes at Bethlehem Lutheran Church
April 3, 2024, 2024. The Lesson for this month
will be John 20:19-31. The classes will be on
the first Wednesday of every month at 7:00
P.M. in the Educational Bldg. Everyone is
welcome to attend.

The Sewing Circle will be meeting in the
Educational Building Tuesday, April 9, 2024, at
9:30 a.m. All visitors and new members are
welcome to attend.

St. Paul Lutheran Church - Shelby

6814 Skull Creek Road

Fayetteville TX 78940

Located just a few blocks east of FM 1457
(979)836-8972

www.stpaulshelby.org

Find us on Facebook

Regular Sunday Service time — 8.00 AM
- Sunday School @ 9:30 AM
Pastor John David Nedbalek
pstrjd@cvetx.com
— cell 210-422-7599

Quilting - 3rd Wednesday each month -~9:00
a.m.

Game Day - First Wednesday of each month
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Open to the community.
Everyone is welcome. Bring snack, board
game, dominoes, etc.



Martin Luther Lutheran Church — Carmine
211 Luther Lane; P O Box 362

Carmine, TX 78932 979-278-3388
http:/imlliccarmine.com

Worship on Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Worship Saturdays - 6:00 p.m.

Sunday School — 9:00 a.m.

Pastor David Tinker pastordjt@gmail.com
Cell 713-461-8007/home 979-278-3384

Monthly Study/Fellowship Groups

Quilting — 2nd Mondays at 9:00 a.m. in the
Mission & Ministry Building.

Rebekah Group — 2nd Thursdays at 2:00 p.m. in
the fellowship hall.

Senior Citizens Meals on Wheels and fellowship
Every Wednesday (excluding Federal holidays) 9
a.m. — 12:30 p.m. All seniors welcome. Small
donation invited to cover cost of food. The group
meets at 250 Augsburg Ave, in the Mission &
Ministry building, across the street from the
church.

Waldeck Evangelical Lutheran Church
6915 Waldeck Church Ln

Ledbetter, TX 78946 979-249-3802

Find us on Facebook

Worship on Sunday - 8:00 a.m.

Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.

Pastor David Tinker pastordjt@gmail.com
Cell 713-461-8007/home 979-278-3384

Waldeck Church Annual Picnic

Sunday, May 19, 2024

Meal typically served: 10:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

A day of fun, food & fellowship!

Activities, Country Store, Homemade Ice Cream,
Cake Walk, and more.

Raffle and meal ticket information coming soon.

For All Four Churches
Confirmation Class. Class sessions will be held on
April 10, 17, & 24, & May 1 at 4:15-6:15 p.m.



04/01 Leighton Abell
04/05 Summer Dooley
04/06 Darren Kokel
04/10 Tyler Marth
04/14 Kannon Jacob
04/16 Tinley Woodruff
04/20 Carly Weiss
04/21 James Tinker
04/23 Karen Rosenbaum
04/25 Joshua Eckert
04/26 Tony Dooley

04/03 Raymond Rosenbaum
04/05 Morgan Williams
04/08 Carol Carmean
04/11 Tracy Pawlak

04/14 Nicole Wright

04/20 Bradley Muske
04/21 Blake Dooley

04/22 Ronnie Zwernemann
04/24 Nickolas Colpetzer
04/25 Joshua Eckert

04/28 Emily Noak
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LOCAL HAPPENINGS/EVENTS/
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

NgEhe Community/of CArmine}y

CEREMONY

Please join as we remember and honor the community
veterans that served our great country and have died.
The roster of our great hero’s will be read.

Light refreshments will be served immediately following
the playing of Taps.

Monday - May 27, 2024 - 9:00 a.m.
Carmine City Park Pavilion - Carmine, Texas
If attending you may want to bring a lawn chair. For any
veteran with Carmine connection, buried in Fayette or

Washington Counties, to be added to the roster, please
call 979 278-3070.



Luther's Letter
a monthly publication of Martin Luther Lutheran Church
P. 0. Box 362, 211 Luther LN, Carmine, TX 78932
Church office: 979-278-3388; fax: 979-278-3387
e-mail: miuther@industryinet.com
website: mllccarmine.com

Rev. David Tinker, Pastor
Cell phone#: 713-461-8007
e-mall: pastordjt@industryinet.com
Office hours: 8:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday
Vickie Neutzler, Audrey Stemadel, Secretaries

Worship schedule:
Saturday Worship w/Holy Communion 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School for all - Sundays 9:00 a.m.
Sunday worship w/Holy Communion - 10:00 a.m.

Church Council: Joshua Eckert-President; Blake Dooley-President-elect; Jason Schroeder-Secretary;
Danielle Nelson-Treasurer; Joys Baird-Worship Committee; Vickie Neutzler, Stewardship Committee;
Amelia Williams-Christian Education Committee; Todd Dooley-Property Committee; JoLynn Schoenberg, Care Qutreach Committee

It you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please email us at mluther@industryinet.com or cal! the church office.
If you prefer receipt by e-mail only and are not already on the e-mall list, please provide a current e-mail address.

MLLC
P.O. Box 362
Carmine, TX 78932-0362




