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Getting Back with God and One Another
by Pastor David J. Tinker

As we come to the end of the year, we often reflect on what is most important to us.  As
Christians, eventually we are stirred to reflect on the core of our faith.  That core is our
relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  By what God has first done for us in Jesus, we are
drawn to the Lord, forgiven of our sin, and brought into the fellowship of the baptized believers.  
Our connection with the Lord always includes our connection with one another.  The Holy Spirit
brings us together in the community, as Luther notes in the Small Catechism: “…(The Holy
Spirit) calls, gathers, enlightens, and makes holy the whole Christian church on earth and keeps
it with Jesus Christ in the one common, true faith.”  

Together as Christians we get to be more faithful, more joyful, and we can do more ministry than
alone.  As we get to the end of the year, and the beginning of the Church Year in Advent, we
have the invitation to build up and reconnect with our fellow believers.  For the building up of our
ministry together, and to invest in your own faith, here are a few things you can do as we come
to the end of the year.

End of Year Special Offerings 
In response to God’s Love and the ministry needs of our congregation, many choose to make a
special, year-end offering.  I invite you to consider this as we come close to the end of 2023.  
With God’s help and our faithful giving, we can end the year with an abundance of financial
resources as we head into 2024.  

Regular Offerings
One of the core Christian disciplines is giving.  A disciplined approach, such as weekly or
monthly giving, helps us to respond to God’s goodness in an ongoing manner.  This also helps
us keep continued support of the mission and ministry of our congregation.  You can give by
offerings on the weekend at worship or by mail.

Commitment to Worship Participation
Plan now to reinvest in your participation in worship services, if at all possible.  We live our life
as Christians together.  Our regular worship gatherings are on Saturday at 6 p.m. and Sunday at
10 a.m. Note that our partner church, Waldeck Evangelical Lutheran Church offers worship on
Sundays at 8 a.m. These are times when we connect with God and each other in foundational
ways.  Regular worship participation is significant in our spiritual growth.  We commune with our
Lord and each other.  We hear the Word of God.  We affirm our faith.  We are reminded of
God’s steadfast love. We show our love for God and one another. We are stirred to bring
goodness to others in word and deed.

Thank you for your partnership in the Gospel. On behalf of the congregation, thank you for your
ongoing and special gifts to God through the ministry of Martin Luther Lutheran Church.  I look
forward to seeing you at worship on weekends in December, and into 2024.



Church Council Highlights from Novenber 14, 2023

Members Present: Tim Sanders - President, Josh Eckert - President Elect., Jason Schroeder - Secretary, Pastor Tinker,
Susie Markwardt - Outreach, Vickie Neutzler - Worship, Christian Education, RaChelle Kuecker - Stewardship, Todd Dooley
- Property
Members Absent - Danielle Nelson - Treasurer 

Meeting called to order at 6:07 pm by Tim Sanders.

The devotion and prayer were led by Josh Eckert.

Previous Meeting Minutes: The minutes from the August meeting were reviewed. 

Treasurer Report: The treasurer’s report was reviewed. 

Pastor’s Report
*Upcoming Weddings on calendar:
*Faith Stork and Tanner Whitsel, August 10, 2024, at MLLC.
*Vacation time 2023 update: Vacation Week - November 27-December 3. Pastor Phil Fenton
from Brenham will be the supply preacher that weekend (December 2 & 3) at MLLC & Waldeck.
Upcoming Events:
*Thanksgiving Eve Service: Wednesday, November 22, 7 pm at MLLC
*Set up Christmas Tree: Sunday, November 26, after the 10 am worship service
*Advent Wednesday Services: December 6,13,10 - meal at 6 pm, worship at 7, at MLLC, shared
with our Crossroads Shared Lutheran Ministry ELCA congregations. Pastors Nedbalek and
Tinker leading
*Carol Service - Special Music at the Sunday service: December 17
*Upcoming Crossroads Shared Lutheran Ministry Meetings usually 9-10:30 am.
            February 10, 2024 Saturday Location: Carmine
            May 11 or June 8, 2024 Saturday Location: Round Top-change of date pending
            August 10, 2024 Saturday Location: Waldeck
Committee Reports: 
Christian Education Committee: On December 10th, after the Christmas program & worship service, there will be a catered
meal in the Fellowship Hall. Please RSVP by December 3rd if you plan to attend and a freewill donation will be taken for the
cost of the meal.
Outreach Committee: No new business..
Property Committee: The trees will be trimmed this week. Fall flowers will be planted by Washington County Landscapes.
Stewardship Committee: People are needed to count the offering and deposit the money at the bank. Harvest Fest was a
success; however, the attendance was down. Ideas needed to get the attendance up.
Worship Committee: Thanksgiving Eve service will be at MLLC @ 7 pm on 11/22/2023. Advent meals before each
service as follows:
December 6: Council & Stewardship with Hamburgers & chips
December 13: Rebekah Group & Worship with Pulled Pork Sandwiches, pinto beans, pickles, onions, chips, & desserts
December 20: Outreach & Council with chicken spaghetti, salad, bread, & desserts.
December 17 is the Christmas Carol Service.
Confirmation will be May 19, 2024 along with Baccalaureate Service.
Old Business: 
The LCMC forum will be on December 4th.
The Nominating committee still needs President-Elect and Outreach.
New Business: 
Rachelle moved to accept Nicole Neutzler as a reinstated member with a second by Todd. All
approved.
Todd Dooley will give the devotion at next month’s meeting on Tuesday, December 12, 2023 at 6:00 pm.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm, followed by the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Jason Schroeder, Secretary



Attendance & Contributions
DATE                  ATTENDANCE                  GENERAL                   ONLINE                BUILDING
10/01                         39                              $1,808.00                                                   $150.00                      
10/07                         15                              $  545.65                        $166.07             
10/08                         45                              $5,221.05            
10/14                         06                              $   420.00                                   
10/15*                      108                              $4,825.00                       $127.90               $120.00
10/21                         18                              $   272.00                                                                  
10/22                         45                              $1,212.00                       $305.54
10/28                         17                              $   371.00                        
10/29**                      98                              $   660.00                       $303.44                
*Harvest Festival
**Reformation Sunday at Lutherhill
                

MLLC Financial Information

October 2023 Monthly
Total Income                                   $ 29,233.27
Total Expenses                               $ 28,259.19
Net Income(Loss):                        ($ 1,474.08)

October 2023 Year to Date
Total Income                                  $ 231,515.60
Total Expenses                              $ 254,983.48
Net Income(Loss):                      ($   23,467.88)   

October Expense Highlights
Confirmation/Camping      $       232.13
Office Expenses                $     1,873.21
World/Community Benev. $     1,208.32
Staff Salaries & Benefits   $   18,093.95
Property/Utilities                $     2,575.51
Worship                             $        336.70
Harvest Festiival                $     3,939.37 

HARVEST FESTIVAL

Income
                 Desserts                 $         512.00
                 Donations              $         600.00
                 Meal                        $      6,405.00
                 Raffle                       $      5,380.00
                                                  $    12,897.00

Enpense
                Food                            $   3,262.88
                Advertising/Printing  $      115.00
                Decorations                $        61.49
                Raffle                            $      500.00  
                                                      $   3,939.57

                Profit                           $   8,957.63          



WOMEN OF THE ELCA

Rebekah Group will meet on Thursday, December 14th at 2:00 pm. 

The Bible Study theme is: Advent Devotional
The meeting will be hosted by All Members - Potluck Lunch
Bible Study will be led by Nancy Eilers and Susan Ray
Joys Baird will present the Offering Meditation.

Quilting is scheduled for Monday, Monday, December 11th at 9:00 am in the Mission & Ministry Bldg.
Send Quarterly Offering
Send Thankofferings to WELCA Churchwide Organization in Chicago
Christmas project - Nursing home Residents

Advent Wednesday Series
Advent is coming soon after Thanksgiving.  Again we will gather on Wednesdays with our

Crossroads Shared Ministry congregations for evening prayer and devotion.  The theme for this
year is the hymn: Joy to the World.  This hymn contains themes appropriate for both Advent and

Christmas.  It is listed as the first hymn in the Christmas Section in Lutheran Book of Worship, our
old green hymnal, and the final hymn in the Advent section of Evangelical Lutheran Worship, our

red hymnal.  The theme is inspired by the Advent coin which is being used this year.  
 

The services will be led by the two pastors in our Crossroads group:  Pastor John David
Nedbalek and Pastor David Tinker 

All services will be held in the fellowship hall at Martin Luther in Carmine.
Fellowship Meal at 6 p.m.

Worship in the Advent Wreath shaped worship space at 7 p.m.

December 6  Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
December 13  No more let sin and sorrow grow

December 20  He rules the world with truth and grace



Daily Bible Readings for December 1 thru 31

December 1
Luke 1:1–4
Revelation 13:1–10
Psalms 78:41–72 † 80
Daily Chapter: Esther 3

December 2
Luke 1:5–25
Revelation 13:11–18
Psalms 81 † 83
Daily Chapter: Esther 4

December 3
Luke 1:26–38
Revelation 14:1–13
Psalms 84 † 85
Daily Chapter: Esther 5

December 4
Matthew 3:1–12
Revelation 14:14–20
Psalms 86, 87 † 88
Daily Chapter: Esther 6

December 5
Matthew 5:1–12
Revelation 15:1–8
Psalms 89:1–18 † 89:19–52
Daily Chapter: Esther 7

December 6
Matthew 5:13–20
Revelation 16:1–11
Psalms 90 † 91
Daily Chapter: Esther 8

December 7
Matthew 5:21–36
Revelation 16:12–21
Psalms 92, 93 † 94
Daily Chapter: Esther 9–10

December 8
Matthew 5:27–32
Revelation 17:1–6
Psalms 95, 96 † 97, 98
Daily Chapter: None

December 9
Matthew 5:33–37
Revelation 17:7–18
Psalms 99, 100, 101 † 102
Daily Chapter: Daniel 1

     
Get the Daily Devotional Book. There is so much more to the St. James Daily Devotional Guide for the Christian Year. Here is
the link to the subscription page: https://www.fsj.org/ or call 1-800-283-8333.

December 10
Luke 1:39–56
Revelation 18:1–8
Psalms 103 † 104
Daily Chapter: Daniel 2

December 11
Matthew 5:38–48
Revelation 18:9–20
Psalms 105:1–22 † 105:23–45
Daily Chapter: Daniel 3

December 12
Matthew 6:1–4
Revelation 18:21–24
Psalms 106:1–18 † 106:19–48
Daily Chapter: Daniel 4

December 13
Matthew 6:5–15
Revelation 19:1–10
Psalms 107:1–22 † 107:23–43
Daily Chapter: Daniel 5

December 14
Matthew 6:24–34
Revelation 19:11–21
Psalms 108, 110 † 109
Daily Chapter: Daniel 6

December 15
Matthew 7:1–6
1 Thessalonians 1:1–10
Psalms 111, 112 † 113, 114
Daily Chapter: Daniel 7

December 16
Matthew 7:7–12
1 Thessalonians 2:1–12
Psalms 115 † 116, 117
Daily Chapter: Daniel 8

December 17
Luke 1:57–80
Phillipians 4:4–9
Psalms 119:1–24 † 119:25–48
Daily Chapter: Daniel 9

December 18
Matthew 7:13–20
1 Thessalonians 2:13–20
Psalms 119:49–72 † 119:73–88
Daily Chapter: Daniel 10

 

December 19
Matthew 7:21–23
1 Thessalonians 3:1–13
Psalms 119:89–128
Daily Chapter: Daniel 11

December 20
Matthew 7:24–29
1 Thessalonians 4:1–12
Psalms 119:129–176
Daily Chapter: Daniel 12

December 21
Luke 3:1–6
1 Thessalonians 4:13–18
Psalms 118 † 120, 121
Daily Chapter: Micah 1

December 22
Luke 3:7–20
1 Thessalonians 5:1–11
Psalms 122, 123 † 124,125,126
Daily Chapter: Micah 2

December 23
Luke 3:21–38
1 Thessalonians 5:12–28
Psalms 127,128 † 129,130,131
Daily Chapter: Micah 3

December 24
Matthew 1:1–25
Hebrews 1:1–14
Psalms 132, 133 † 134, 135
Daily Chapter: Micah 4

December 25
Luke 2:1–20
Hebrews 2:1–18
Psalms 2, 45 † 84, 110
Daily Chapter: Micah 5

December 26
John 15:18–16:4
Acts 6:8–7:60
Psalms 136 † 137, 138
Daily Chapter: Micah 6

December 27
John 21:15–25
1 John 1:1–7
Psalms 139 † 141, 142
Daily Chapter: Micah 7

ODecember 28
Matthew 2:1–18
Revelation 20:1–15
Psalms 140 † 143
Daily Chapter: Jonah 1

December 29
Matthew 25:1–13
Revelation 21:1–18
Psalms 144 † 145
Daily Chapter: Jonah 2

December 30
Matthew 25:14–30
Revelation 21:9–27
Psalms 146 † 147
Daily Chapter: Jonah 3

December 31
Matthew 25:31–46
Revelation 22:1–21
Psalms 148 † 149, 150
Daily Chapter: Jonah 4



2023 SCHEDULE
MARTIN LUTHER LUTHERAN MEN IN MISSION

President      Floyd Etzel                                             Vice-President           Alvis Mueller
Chaplain       Pastor Tinker                                         Treasurer/Alum Cans   Brick Peele

                          Secretary & Program Director    Pastor Tinker

DATE                      TIME                      PROGRAM                              HOST                           
          

                              
                                           Dec.                               MERRY CHRISTMAS!      SEE YOU NEXT YEAR!

This years' Bible Study Theme is Praying like Jesus the Messiah
ALL INVITED!                   Come and See!

Friends and Family Prayer Concerns: Greyson Steele (cancer – Grandson of a friend of Cherrie
Wines), Becky Dunham (post surgical concerns), Dina Nelson (health concerns & comfort, relative of
Susan Bathe), Jenell Jaster (health concerns), Jimmy Flinn (recent stroke) Stacy Mooney
(treatments for returning brain tumor, niece of Sheryl Pratt), Jeremie Lehmann (rehab after ATV
accident, friend of Pratt Family), Matt Kelley (health issues, Christy Eilers Kelley’s husband), Susan
Ray (Back Surgery), Anita Drydale (health concerns), Jose Ortiz (health concerns, father of Emily
Ortiz), Sharon Rhome (recovering from back surgery; cousin to Wade Eilers & Susan Ray), Jerry
Wickel (heart issues), Sonny & Dorothy Marth (health concerns), Angie Colpetzer (health concerns),
Bradley Rinn (health concerns, friend of Darrel & Vickie Neutzler), Earl Neumann (health concerns),
Mark Hinze (cancer, son of Kenny Hinze), Kim Wunderlich Lewis (cancer treatment), Paula Barrick
(health concerns). 
Homebound Members:  Jimmy Flinn, Thelma Hinze, Joyce Fuchs, Daniel & Ila Nell Kieke, Allyne
McGilvra, David & Sara Eilers.
Members in Care Facilities: Judy Yarborough (The Manor, Benton, AR), Gladys Roemer
(Argent Court), LaVerne Kunkel (Bec’s Blessing, Giddings, TX).
Military Personnel: MLLC member: Joseph Vogel Family & Friends: Justyn Bearden,
Michael Martin, Kyle Slaughter, Joshua Finke, and all those who serve, known and
unknown, in harm's way.
SYMPATHY to the families of JoAnn Mgebroff Nelson (relative of Susan Bathe), Ruth
Schoenemann, Perlie Heins Klaus (confirmed at MLLC in 1952), and Billie Jasinski (Becky
Jasinski’s father-in-law).



Crossroads Shared Lutheran Ministries
December 2023 Happenings

Waldeck Lutheran Church – St. Paul Lutheran Church – Shelby
Bethlehem Lutheran Church – Round Top – Martin Luther Lutheran Church – Carmine

Advent Wednesday Services for Crossroads Shared Lutheran Ministry
December 6, 13 and 20

Meal at 6:00 p.m. Worship at 7:00 p.m.
All services will be held at the Fellowship Hall of Martin Luther in Carmine.  All are welcome.

Theme: “Joy to the World” 
Led by Pastor David Tinker and Pastor John David Nedbalek

Next Shared Ministry Meeting – February 10, 2024 – at Carmine

Bethlehem Lutheran Church – Round Top
412 S White St
Round Top, TX 78954
(979) 249-3686
E-mail: blc@cvctx.com 
Find us on Facebook

Worship on Sunday – 9:30 a.m.
Praise Team Service – December 3rd 
Noisy Offering – December 3rd 
Pastor John David Nedbalek

Adult Bible Study Classes at Bethlehem
Lutheran Church has been cancelled for the
month of December 2023.  

Ruth Circle will be meeting in the Educational
Building Thursday, December 7, 2023, at 9:30
a.m. All visitors and new members are welcome
to attend. 

The Sewing Circle will be meeting in the
Educational Building Tuesday, December 12,
2023, at 9:30 a.m. All visitors and new members
are welcome to attend. 
Christmas Eve Service schedule
On Christmas Eve Bethlehem Lutheran Church
and St. Paul – Shelby will be having their
regularly scheduled Sunday worship at 9:30
a.m. and 8:00 a.m., respectively.  This worship
will be the Fourth Sunday in Advent. 

Bethlehem Lutheran – Round Top – 11:00 p.m.
with Holy Communion and Candle lighting
ceremony for Christmas Eve. 

There will be no service on Christmas Day at
either Bethlehem Lutheran Church or St. Paul –
Shelby. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church – Shelby
6814 Skull Creek Road 
Fayetteville TX 78940
Located just a few blocks east of FM 1457
(979)836-8972
www.stpaulshelby.org
Find us on Facebook

Regular Sunday Service time – 8:00 AM 
                   – Sunday School @ 9:30 AM
Pastor John David Nedbalek     
pstrjd@cvctx.com
– cell 210-422-7599

Quilting – 3rd Wednesday each month ~9:00
a.m.

Game Day – First and Third Wednesdays of
each month from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.  Open to the
community.  Everyone is welcome.  Bring snack,
board game, dominoes, etc.

Christmas Eve Service
St. Paul Lutheran - Shelby – 6:00 p.m. with Holy
Communion and Candle lighting ceremony

For All Four Churches
Confirmation Class.  No sessions in December.  
Class will resume in January.



Martin Luther Lutheran Church – Carmine
211 Luther Lane; P O Box 362
Carmine, TX 78932  979-278-3388
http://mllccarmine.com
Worship on Sunday – 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Saturdays – 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School – 9:00 a.m.
Pastor David Tinker  pastordjt@gmail.com
Cell 713-461-8007/home 979-278-3384

*Children’s Christmas Program
Sunday, December 10, at 10:00 a.m., with
fellowship meal and Jesus’ Birthday to follow in
fellowship hall.  RSVP by December 3 to the
Church office for the meal.

*Christmas Eve Worship at 6:00 p.m. led by the
youth.  Candlelight Service.  

*Christmas Day Worship at 10:00 a.m. with Holy
Communion.  All are welcome.

For All Four Churches
Confirmation Class.  No sessions in December.  
Class will resume in January.

Waldeck Evangelical Lutheran Church
6915 Waldeck Church Ln
Ledbetter, TX 78946  979-249-3802
Find us on Facebook
Worship on Sunday – 8:00 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.
Pastor David Tinker  pastordjt@gmail.com
Cell 713-461-8007/home 979-278-3384

Living Nativity – Children’s Christmas Program
Sunday, December 10 at 6:30 p.m.
Presented by the Sunday School and Youth of
Waldeck Lutheran Church.  With animals.

Christmas Eve Service 
Worship at 11:00 p.m. 
Candlelight Service with Holy Communion

Ledbetter VFD Lane of Lights  6:00-8:30 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdays, Nov 24 – Dec 23
Cost:  $10/person; children 2 & under enter for free
Starts in Downtown Ledbetter, at the intersection of
FM 1291 and US 290, south side of highway.
Supports the Ledbetter Volunteer Fire Department,
which serves the Waldeck area.



12/01 Wyatt Waak
12/02 Lisa Mayer
12/03 David Eilers
12/03 Betty Porter
12/05 Ryan Hinze
12/06 Austen Marth
12/08 Carter Marburger
12/10 Wilbert Loewe
12/10 Rhyder Woodruff
12/13 Sawyer O’Malley
12/16 Kristi Wunderlich
12/17 LouAnn Stokes
12/23 Melvin Schoenst
12/26 Joys Baird
12/27 Kolbie Tappe
12/28 Timmy Weigelt

12/02 Kate Eilers
12/02 Cliff Mueller
12/03 Jo Littlejohn
12/04 Victor Kominczak
12/06 Jocie Jacob
12/07 Jadon Weidemann
12/08 Cody Wunderlich
12/10 Bruce Noak
12/12 Jordan Peters
12/14 Clayton Mayer
12/17 Paula Barrick
12/18 Raylon Zwernemann
12/23 Gwen Woelfel
12/26 Jason Weidemann
12/28 Kyler Jacob



LOCAL HAPPENINGS/EVENTS/
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CAROLE SERVICE will be
Sunday, December 17th at 10:00
am worship. If you are a musician,
vocalist, and would like to present

a special music piece in the
program, please contact the

church office.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM will be during
the 10:00 am worship service on December 10th.  

BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS will be a catered meal
following the Christmas Program service. The meal will consist

of chicken fried pork steak, mashed potatoes, green beans,
and tea. Free will donation to be collected. Please RSVP to the
church office by Sunday, December 3rd so that an accurate

plate count may be obtained. 



The Fayette County Recycling
Truck is at The Carmine Hall on
Thursdays, 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm.
They are no longer scheduled for
pick-up at the Ledbetter Hall.
If you need any additional
information, please contact:
Paul Zapalac at 979-968-8446

Living Nativity – Children’s Christmas Program
Sunday, December 10 at 6:30 p.m.

Presented by the Sunday School and Youth of
Waldeck Lutheran Church.  



The Texas A & M School of Nursing offers a mobile clinic that is available to
all members of our community. The flyer below provides more detailed
information about where/when and how to make an appointment. This is a
convenient way of getting your flu shot and other vaccines. 





E MAIL:
PASTORDJT@INDUSTRYIN

ET.COM
OFFICE HOURS:  8:30 A.M. –

12:30 P.M. MONDAY-
THURSDAY

VICKIE NEUTZLER,
AUDREY STERNADEL,

SECRETARIES

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
SATURDAY WORSHIP

W/HOLY COMMUNION 6:00
P.M.

 SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL
– SUNDAYS 9:00 A.M.
 SUNDAY WORSHIP

W/HOLY COMMUNION –
10:00 A.M.

CHURCH COUNCIL:  

Luther’s Letter
a monthly publication of Martin Luther Lutheran Church

P. O. Box 362, 211 Luther LN, Carmine, TX 78932
Church office:  979-278-3388; fax: 979-278-3387

e-mail:  mluther@industryinet.com
website:  mllccarmine.com

 
Rev. David Tinker, Pastor

Cell phone#: 713-461-8007
e-mail: pastordjt@industryinet.com

Office hours:  8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday
Vickie Neutzler, Audrey Sternadel, Secretaries

 
Worship schedule:

Saturday Worship w/Holy Communion 6:00 p.m.
   Sunday School for all – Sundays 9:00 a.m.

     Sunday worship w/Holy Communion – 10:00 a.m.
 

Church Council:  Tim Sanders-President; Joshua Eckert-President-elect; Jason Schroeder-Secretary; 
Danielle Nelson-Treasurer; Vickie Neutzler-Worship Committee; RaChelle Kuecker, Stewardship Committee; 

Shayne Kirts-Christian Education Committee; Todd Dooley-Property Committee; Susie Markwardt, Care Outreach Committee

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please email us at mluther@industryinet.com or call the church office. 
If you  prefer receipt by e-mail only and are not already on the e-mail list, please provide a current e-mail address.

MLLC
P.O. Box 362
Carmine, TX 78932-0362


