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MLLC's Mission Statement: Martin Luther Lutheran Church, called by the Spirit to be a community of faith,
welcomes all to a ministry of Word and sacrament, that together we may grow in faith, and be equipped for
service to God and our community.

Transfiguration Sunday, February 27, 2022

MEAN? EVERYTHING INCLUDED
IN THE NECESSITIES AND
NOURISHMENT FOR OUR BODIES,
SUCH AS FOOD, DRINK,
CLOTHING, SHOES, HOUSE,
FARM, FIELDS, LIVESTOCK,
MONEY, PROPERTY, AN UPRIGHT
SPOUSE, UPRIGHT CHILDREN,
UPRIGHT MEMBERS OF THE
HOUSEHOLD, UPRIGHT AND
FAITHFUL RULERS, GOOD
GOVERNMENT, GOOD WEATHER,
PEACE, HEALTH, DECENCY,
HONOR, GOOD FRIENDS,
FAITHFUL NEIGHBORS, AND THE
Reflecting on a Blindspot of our Sin
By Pastor David Tinker

Living out our faith in Christ is something which is a blessing from God. Our Lord does the hard part of setting us on
the right track of setting our minds on the Spirit. We are then given the opportunity to prayerfully fine tune how
God’s better way is lived out in our lives. In this we strive to have our minds on our Heavenly Father and his ways,
rather than on the ways of sin, death and evil.
The Holy Spirit recently drew my attention to a reality of our faith and life. I was led to observe that people in our
culture and within the Church have grown to be focused on one primary area of sin. It seems that we often worry
about the romantic and sexual matters of sin. Sometimes we worry about the religious behavior of others.
Sometimes people complain about the substance abuse of others. This has led many to give a pass of or to
downplay other matters of sin in our lives. The Spirit led me to passage which addresses this broad issue.

In Galatians 5:16-26, the Apostle Paul addresses this issue.Here he writes about it as the works of the flesh and
the Fruit of the Spirit. Paul writes in verses 19-21a: “Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity,
licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy,
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these.” Paul continues by noting this in verses 22-23: “By contrast, the fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is
no law against such things.”

This lays out four major areas of problems for us as we live by the flesh, and it counters with four areas of Spirit led
life. These are: Immoral sexual behavior (3 items), devotion to false gods and idols. (2 items), destructive
interpersonal behavior. (8 items) and destructive consumption of food, drink, and the like (2 items). To set the mind
on gratifying these sinful actions and attitudes leads to destruction, while setting one’s mind on the Spirit leads us to
knowing God better and to show the fruit of the Spirit.
I note that most of what concerned God and St. Paul was the problem destructive interpersonal behavior. Paul
notes 8 different items in this realm of the results of sin. This is more than all three others combined: 3+2+2=7. This
seems to indicate that much of our sin and separation from God leads to messing up our connections with one
another. I feel that we often focus on the other items on the list because we are uncomfortable with the problems of
interpersonal life.Even in the Church, both locally and around the world, we often mistreat one another. In these
times we deflect the confrontation of our sin.

Jesus made a big point at the Last Supper about how we treat one another. In John 13 he shows them the model of
service and love as he washes the feet of his Disciples. Later, in John 13:34, Jesus says, “I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.” How we
relate with another and treat one another is so important to our Lord that he gave us this example and this New
Commandment.
So, what do we do about this? First, take the advice of Jesus Christ himself. When teaching about judging, he
notes the following in Luke 6:41-42: “Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the log in
your own eye? Or how can you say to your neighbor, ‘Friend, let me take out the speck in your eye,’ when you
yourself do not see the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will
see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye.” Specifically, address your own sinfulness, especially
regarding how you treat others.I need to do this as much as you do. Focus on repentance, which is our turning from
sin, and tliving for God and his ways.
Next, we remember that God has laid the foundation by granting us faith by his Holy Spirit. As God’s beloved
children we are invited to respond by striving to use God given resources to live out our faith. It is not something
new. Rather, we do what Christians have done to stay tuned in to God’s better way for the past 2000 years. We
pray.We gather with the people of God for worship, including regular and ongoing participation in Holy
Communion.We take time to be in the Word of God each day. We reflect on God’s Word to make our decisions and
to guide our values and priorities. We then live out what God calls us to do for his glory and for the benefit of our
neighbor and one another.

Wednesday Lent Series
By Pastor David Tinker
The 2022 Wednesday Lent series will be a shared theme with several our area ELCA
congregations. The following congregations and shared ministries will offer a series on
a rotation of five pastors among these churches/shared ministries: Waldeck/Carmine,
Round Top/Shelby, Swiss Alp, Columbus, and Shared Lutheran Ministry of Fayette
County. There will be a service in each context each week. The exact theme is to be
determined.
Here is the schedule for our shared ministry:
Fellowship meal at 6:00 p.m. Worship at 7:00 p.m.
March 9
at MLLC - Carmine
March 16
at Waldeck
March 23
at MLLC - Carmine
March 30
at Waldeck
April 6
at MLLC - Carmine
Also note: Ash Wednesday is March 2. Worship at Waldeck at 5:45 p.m. and at 7:30
p.m. at MLLC

How do I know my child is ready to attend First Communion Class?
Only the first question (Has your child been baptized?) requires a “Yes” before your child
can be considered ready to receive his or her first communion. Use the others to generate
discussion and to plan, in consultation with Pastor David Tinker, for your child’s preparation
to begin receiving the sacrament and the gifts it brings.
Contact Pastor David Tinker if you have any questions about Holy Communion. He would
be happy to help answer your questions.
The most important question is about God’s gift of Grace for your child:
***** Has your child been baptized?
If your child is not yet baptized, please speak with a pastor to set a date for your child to
receive this Sacrament. It is understood that Holy Communion is for the baptized children of
God.
He/She may. . .
*have expressed interest in participating in Holy Communion during worship, perhaps
copying your movements at the altar
*have begun to ask questions about why we take Holy Communion
*have begun to reach for the Holy Communion elements which are offered to you
*have a foundation in Christ through attendance in Christian education or worship, or
through family conversations, devotions or prayer
*be able to speak about God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) as loving and trustworthy
*pray the Lord's Prayer and be able to say other simple prayers (such as at bedtime and
meals)
The following questions can help you determine the readiness of your child to receive her or
his first Holy Communion.
*Is your child comfortable in various locations around the church, like the altar?
*Does your child have a basic, age-appropriate awareness that God loves him or her?
*Does your child understand the idea of "right" and "wrong", and can grasp the basic notion
of "forgiveness"?
*Will your child extend his or her hands when asked to do so?
*Will your child be able to understand the basic concept that Holy Communion is a gift from
God to each person?
*Does your child seem to have a basic trust that they are a child of God?
*Does your child seem interested in what goes on in church during Communion?
*Does your child interact enough with others to receive the bread and wine?
*Is your child aware enough of others in the congregation and their needs to show respect
for the communion experience?
*Are you prepared to help make the process positive?
*Are you prepared to continue to fulfill the promises you made at your child's baptism to
bring him or her regularly to the Lord's Table?

First Holy Communion Class begins in March
By Pastor David Tinker
pastordjt@gmail.com 979-278-3388
The First Holy Communion class will be offered March 27, and April 3 and 10. on Sunday
mornings, starting at about 11:15 a.m. in the Mission & Ministry Building.
First Holy Communion at MLLC is most often offered to elementary age students, in 5th grade
and younger. Our goal is to make sure youth who are part of MLLC have begun communing by
the end of 5th grade. The 5th grade tradition does not prevent younger students from attending
the class and receiving Holy Communion. Each year for the past several years we have had
youth in younger grades participating in the class. It is likely that most of the youth participating in
the class will be younger.
Students are encouraged to bring a Bible for use in class, as well as paper/pen for any notes
they might want to write. If students don’t have access to a Bible, we have one for their use. Note
that each student will be presented with a Bible on First Communion Thursday – April 14/Maundy
Thursday – for his or her personal study and for use in Sunday School, Confirmation and
Worship. Parents/Grandparents/Guardians are welcome and encouraged to be present at this
class time. We will meet in the Mission & Ministry Building. We will also move to other places in
the building for parts of the lessons.
The class will include instruction, discussion, videos, mini-field trips in the church building, etc.
Due to the late date of Resurrection Sunday/Easter Sunday this year (April 17), there should be
little or no problem with Spring Break from school for the students.
Also, one of the classes will include bread baking by the students. This bread will be used at their
First Communion service.
Here is the schedule: Sundays, March 27, April 3 and 10 - 11:15 a.m. – about 12:30 p.m.
If one or more of these dates is/are not workable for your family, I am very glad to work out make
up lessons for your student. That way he or she will not miss out of the learning and special
service this year.
Thursday, April 14 at 7:30 p.m., Maundy Thursday Service will be First Holy Communion Day
Presentation of Bible to students during worship – Church gives to Parent/Grandparent, then the
parent/grandparent presents Bible to student. We will go over this before that Thursday, so all
are ready. Students please arrive by 7:00 p.m. to make sure all our plans are in order for what
we will be doing at worship.Also, families may wish to take photos before worship, for this is the
best time to do this. The altar area will be bare of all decorations, candles, banners, etc. after
worship due to the, “Stripping of the Altar”, during the service.
I look forward to exploring this wonderful sacrament with your child. This is a very exciting time of
growth for these young people and for their families. If you have any questions or special needs,
please feel free to contact me.

Church Council Highlights from January 18, 2022
Members Present: Blake Dooley, Tim Sanders, Danielle Marek, Jason Schroeder, Pastor Tinker, Todd Dooley, Rachelle
Kuecker, Shayne Kirts, Susie Markwardt, Vickie Neutzler and Brick Peele.
Members Absent: none
The meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. by Blake
The devotion and prayer were led by Todd.
Pastors Report: Vacation Update: Final 2021 allocation being used February 19-20, 26-27. The Guest Preacher for both
weekends for all three services will be Pastor Katrina Walther. Dates for 2022 vacation TBD.
*No upcoming Weddings currently on calendar.
First Holy Communion Class – March 27, April 3 and 10, after the 10 am service in the Mission & Ministry Building.
First Holy Communion Event: April 14th, maundy Thursday at 7:30 pm
Confirmation Update:
We resumed class in January. We expect to have six sessions before the beginning of Lent (March 2-Ash Wednesday).
Confirmation Date 2022 for those who have completed the two-year course is Sunday, May 15, 2022. We will resume
normal Lutherhill confirmation camp in 2022 with the date TBD.
Committee Reports:
Christian Education Committee: Monitors from day school may be utilized by the Sunday School.
Worship Committee: No report.
Outreach Committee: No report
Property Committee: Replaced the security light in the bell tower. Sherwin Siegmund will give bid on front doors.
Stewardship Committee: All proceeds of loose change be given to Praise and Celebrate Community Youth Night.
Old Business: To boost church attendance, a suggestion was made that Sunday School would sing once a month during
worship service. Changing the quorum for congregational meeting was tabled until the fall.
New Business: Rachelle is researching an app/program to text people that serve for worship. There was a discussion of
getting a new computer tower for the office PC so that Audrey and Vickie may share a drive. A $50 JW's gift card and a
plaque will be given to Jolene Wickel for her service to the Praise Team. $8500 ($708.33 monthly) be given to AMEN due to
the fact that none was given in 2021. $4250 ($354.16 monthly) will be given to the Synod for 2022.
The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 7:15 pm. Rachelle will give the devotion at next month’s meeting on
February 15th at 6:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted, Jason Schroeder, MLLC Council Secretary

MLLC Financial Information
December 2021 Monthly
Total Income
Total Expenses
Net Income(Loss):

$31,478.58
$22,174.43
$9,304.15

December 2021 Year to Date
Total Income
Total Expenses
Net Income(Loss):

$298,561.20
$298,896.43
($335.23)

December Expense Highlights
Salaries and Benefits
$ 14,106.52
Utilities
$
687.13
Cleaning/ Pest Control
$
900.00
Sunday School/LYO
$ 1,210.00
Worship Supplies/ Music
$ 2,131.82
Printing/ Office Supplies
$ 1,178.05
Benevolences
$ 1,467.16
Property Insurance
$ 493.75

Attendance & Contributions
DATE
12/01
12/04
12/05
12/08
12/11
12/12
12/15
12/18
12/19
12/24
12/25
12/26

ATTENDANCE
28
20
38
23
10
104
29
12
30
191
28
25

GENERAL
$ 182.00
$1,020.00
$5,570.00
$ 85.00
$ 695.00
$2,310.00
$ 459.00
$1,164.00
$5,444.72
Offerings to LYO
$1,830.00
$6,248.00

ONLINE
$ 88.17
$ 50.00

BUILDING

$150.00

$157.37

$ 55.00

$ 48.17
$ 40.00

$ 367.58

$ 50.00

WOMEN OF THE ELCA
Rebekah Group will meet on Thursday, February 10th at 2:00 pm.
The Bible Study theme is TheKingdom of God: What does it mean for God to be in
charge.
Session 2: Mysteries of the kingdom: Parables, banquets, and children
The meeting will be hosted by Dianna Gerland and Avalda Pohl
Bible Study will be led by Group Study
Leonita Sanders will present the Offering Meditation.
Quilting is scheduled for Monday, February 14th at 9:00 am in the Mission & Ministry
Bldg.

2022 SCHEDULE
MARTIN LUTHER LUTHERAN MEN IN MISSION
President
Floyd Etzel
Chaplain
Pastor Tinker
Secretary & Program Director
DATE

TIME

Feb. 28
Mar. 28
Apr. 25
May 23
June 27
July 25

6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Aug. 22
Sept. 26
Oct. 24
Nov. 28
Dec.

6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Vice-President
Alvis Mueller
Treasurer/Alum Cans Brick Peele
Pastor Tinker
ROGRAM
Bible Study
Bible Study
Bible Study
Bible Study
Bible Study
Family Night
Ice Cream Social
Bible Study
Bible Study
Family Night
Pack Christmas Boxes
NO MEETING

HOST
Brick Peele
Floyd Braun
Ronnie Eckert
Alvis Mueller
Pastor Tinker
MLLC Men in Mission
Floyd Etzel
Brick Peele
MLLC Men in Mission
All Members

This years' Bible Study Theme is the Parable of Jesus
ALL INVITED!
Come and See!

Ongoing Member Prayer Concerns: Robyn Jacob, Jimmy Flinn, Pauline Fischer, Linda Kovar,
Vickie Neutzler, Ashley Weiss, Bruce Noak, Bobbie Weidemann.
Friends and Family Prayer Concerns: Dinah Akin (friend of Vickie & Darrel Neutzler), Nellie Wolff
(sister of Jenell Jaster) health concerns; Diane Boehnemann, Jimmy Alverado, Paul Banks, Pastor Bill
Derrick, Josh Dow, Ricky Eckert, Mary Edwards, Berkley Fincher, Kaitlyn Fritz, Frances Glueck &
family, Kay Griffin, Sharon Johnson, Joyce Kelley, Nina Kelley, Harris Kubos, Jr., Kenny Lorenz, Bruce
Muske, Shirley Neumann, Mikayla Peschke, Lloyd Pieper, Nancy Pietsch, Hunter Pomykal, Carl &
Linda Richardson, Michael (Butch) Schulz, Amanda Sebastian, Lucas Smith, Don Steinbach, Kevin
Taylor, Robert Vaughn, Jason Weidemann, and Russell Zickley.
Members in Care and Assisted Living facilities: LaVerne Kunkel (at Bec's Blessing in Giddings),
Verline Schulte (Brenham Nursing & Rehab).
Homebound Members: Peetsy Fischer, Nevilee Marburger (in Houston), Shirley Mueller (at home at
their Bed & Breakfast in Brenham), and Judith Yarborough.
Military Personnel: MLLC member: Joseph Vogel Family & Friends: Justyn Bearden, Michael Martin,
Kyle Slaughter, Joshua Finke, and all those who serve, known and unknown, in harm's way.
Sympathy: to the families of Don Stevens, former Pastor; Matthew Siegmund, cousin to Nancy Eilers
and Jimmy Loewe; Elvera Limmer and James Guthrie, husband of Pamela "Rothermel" Guthrie.

Daily Bible Readings for February 1 thru 28
February 1
Psalm 56
2 Kings 5:1-14
1 Corinthians 14:13-25

February 10
Psalm 1
Jeremiah 13:12-19
Acts 13:26-34

February 2
Psalm 56
Jeremiah 1:11-19
Luke 19:41-44

February 11
Psalm 1
Jeremiah 13:20-27
1 Peter 1:17—2:1

February 12
February 3
Jeremiah 17:1-4
Psalm 138
Numbers 20:22-29 Psalm 1
Luke
11:24-28
Acts 9:19b-25
February 4
Psalm 138
Acts 9:26-31

February 13
Psalm 1
Numbers 27:12-23 Jeremiah 17:5-10
1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 6:17-26

February 5
Psalm 138
Judges 3:7-11
Luke 4:42-44

February 14
Psalm 120 2 Kings 24:18—25:21
1 Corinthians 15:20-34

February 6
Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13]
Psalm 138 February 15
Ezra 1:1-11
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 Luke 5:1-11 Psalm 120
2 Corinthians 1:12-19
February 7
Psalm 115
Judges 5:1-11
1 Corinthians 14:26-40

February 16
Psalm 120 Jeremiah 22:11-17
Luke 11:37-52

February 8
Psalm 115 1 Samuel 9:15—10:1b February 17
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
1 Timothy 3:1-9
Genesis 43:16-34 Romans 8:1-11
February 9
Psalm 115
Isaiah 8:1-15
Luke 5:27-32

February 18
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
Genesis 44:1-17 1 John 2:12-17

February 19
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
Genesis 44:18-34,
Luke 12:57-59
February 20
Genesis 45:3-11, 21-28
Psalm 37:1-18
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
Luke 6:27-38

February 27
Exodus 34:29-35
Psalm 99
2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2
Luke 9:28-36 [37-43a]
February 28
Psalm 35:11-28
Exodus 35:1-29
Acts 10:9-23a

February 21
Psalm 38
Genesis 33:1-17
1 Corinthians 11:2-16
February 22
Psalm 38
1 Samuel 24:1-22
1 Corinthians 11:17-22, 27-33
February 23
Psalm 38
Luke 17:1-4

Leviticus 5:1-13

February 24
Psalm 99
Deuteronomy 9:1-5
Acts 3:11-16
February 25
Psalm 99
Deuteronomy 9:6-14
Acts 10:1-8
February 26
Psalm 99
Deuteronomy 9:15-24
Luke 10:21-24

These are from “Evangelical Lutheran Worship,” the red hymnal used at Martin Luther Lutheran Church in Carmine. The foundational premise of this set of daily
readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary. The readings are chosen so that the days leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for
the Sunday readings. The days flowing out from Sunday (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the Sunday readings. Let’s read these each day as an act of
faith and unity in our congregation.

02/01 Tiffani Brooks
02/03 Jonathan Wunderlich
02/05 Randy Zingelmann
02/09 Lane Jacob
02/10 Emery Vaughn
02/11 Brody Dooley
02/13 Vickie Neutzler
02/17 Tori Brooks
02/17 Brick Peele
02/18 Sara Eilers
02/19 Roger Schoenst
02/22 JoLynn Schoenberg
02/25 Emma Baird

02/02 Leonita Sanders
02/04 Ruth Schoenemann
02/05 Marlee Leonhardt
02/09 Gracie Eckert
02/10 Breanna Leonhardt
02/11 Tana Brooks
02/12 Rene Zwernemann
02/16 Tiffany Jamail
02/17 Ora Lee Levien
02/18 Joshua Aranzolo
02/18 Randall Kohring
02/20 Caden Medack
02/24 Ila Nell Kieke
02/25 Kyle Roemer

AREA NEWS

The AMEN Food Pantry received
85lbs of food from MLLC that was
delivered to the facility in La Grange,
on January 18th by Brick Peele.

LYO SOUPER BOWL OF CARING COLLECTION DATES 2022:
February 12th and 13th have been designated for the Annual Fund Raiser for the local
food pantries around the nation. All proceeds will directly support our local Fayette County
food pantry: the A.M.E.N. Pantry.
How to Participate:
*Look for the LYO members holding the large soup pots after worship on the 2nd weekend
of February.
*Bring in monetary gifts for A.M.E.N.. Place these in the “Soup Pots” at the sanctuary
entrances. For gifts placed in the Soup Pots, Cash or checks are accepted. Make checks
payable to: MLLC LYO; memo line: Souper Bowl. No amount is too small or too large.
*You may give using a designation on your regular offering envelope – note: Souper Bowl.
*You can give through the church web site: https://mllccarmine.com/online-giving/
Go to the link on that page, and this will lead you to the secure giving site. Near the
bottom of the page is a section for giving to “Souper Bowl of Caring”.
*All gifts will be processed by the LYO and forwarded to A.M.E.N.
*If you will not be able to attend worship on the designated dates, or you simply forget to
bring something to give on those dates, feel free to mail or drop off your Souper Bowl of
Caring gifts to the church office by March 1, or use the online giving option by that point.
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
SATURDAY WORSHIP
W/HOLY COMMUNION 6:00
P.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL
– SUNDAYS 9:00 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP
W/HOLY COMMUNION –
10:00 A.M.
CHURCH COUNCIL:

