Martin Luther Lutheran Church
211 Luther LN
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Carmine, TX 78932
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\D MLLC'S Mission Statement:
Martin Luther Lutheran
Church, called by the Spirit
to be a community of faith,
welcomes all to a ministry of
Word and Sacrament, that
together we may grow in faith,
and be equipped for service to

God and our community.

y

Luther’s Letter
a monthly publication of
Martin Luther Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 362, 211 Luther LN, Carmine, TX 78932
Church office: 979-278-3388; fax: 979-278-3387

Rev. David Tinker, Pastor

Cell phonet: 713-461-8007
e-mail: pastordijt@industryinet.com

website: mllccarmine.com

office hours: g:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Monday-Friday
Nancy Eilers, Carol Carmean, & Nancy Rosenbaum, secretaries

Worship schedule:
Sunday School for all - Sundays 9:00 a.m.
Sunday worship w/Holy Communion - 10:00 a.m.
2" & 4% saturdays of the month ~ Worship
w/Holy Communion 6:00 p.m.

Chuwrch Council: Buck Williams-President-elect; Anita Dryda[e-
Secretary; Cindy Weidemann-Treasurer; Jessica Weidemann-
Worship Committee; Karen Roemer—Stewardship Committee;

Shelby Vaughn-Christian Education Committee;
Tina Miieska—Oufreach/ Care Committee;
Brick Pee(e-Property Committee
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February, 2019

Love is patient: love is kind: love is not envious or boastiul or arrogant or
rude. ¢ does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or reren/igfé it does
not rejoice in wrory/oiry, but rejoices in the truth, 9t bears all thin s,

ﬁopey all fﬁirys, eriduresall fﬁiryy, Love never ends. (1 Corinthians (34-8a).

FOUR-CHURCH WORSHIP SERVICE (Martin Luther Lutheran
Church of Carmine; Waldeck Lutheran Church; Bethlehem Lutheran
Church of Round Top, and St. Paul Lutheran Church of Shelby) -
February 3, at Lutherhill, Carby Chapel - (There will be no worship
services on that Sunday at any of the four clurches. We are worshipin
together at Lutherhill.) Please offer a ride to friends or relatives who
would like to attend, but are unable to drive.

The service will be a Praise Service and follow

the same order as last year’s service in April,

2018, and starts at 9:30 a.m. The entire service %

§including hymns) will be printed in the bulletin
or the day. Regular offerings will be given to

the specified church and the loose offering will

be divided four ways.

Each church should provide one usher, one communion server, one reader/lector, one cross bearer,

and an acolyte to help take up offering and light the candles, and each church brings a cross. In addition,
helpers will be needed beforehand to set up communion. MLLC and Waldeck are asked to bring a
candle lighter, offering plates, communion wafers and grape juice.

After worship, Matt Kindsvatter will f'ive a Temple Talk about Lutherhill’s capital campaign building
e

projects. There are envelopes availab

worship. Hope to see you there!

in our narthex for the project, which megl either be taken to the
service that day or mailed. There will also be a Children’s Learning Activity an

refreshments following

Souper Bowl of Caring
Collection Dates:
February 9 and 10

The Souper Bowl of Caring
is an Annual Fundraiser
for the local food pantries.
All proceeds will directly
and exclusively support
our local Fayette County
food pantry: the AAM.E.N.
Pantry. The Lutheran
Youth Organization (LYO)
of Martin Luther Lutheran
Church has led this effort
for many years.

How to Participate:

*Look for the LYO
members holding the large
soup pots after worship on
the 2nd weekend of
February.

*Bring in monetary gifts
for A M.E.N.. Place these
in the “Soup Pots” at the
sanctuary entrances. For
gifts placed in the Soup
Pots, Cash or check
accepted. Make checks
payable to: MLLC LYO;
memo line: Souper Bowl.
No amount is too small or too
large.

*You may give using a
designation on your
regular offering envelope -
note: Souper Bowl.

*All gifts will be processed
by the LYO and forwarded
to the recipient.

*If you will not be able to
attend worship on the
designated dates, or you
simply forget to bring
something to give on those
dates, feel free to mail your
Souper Bowl of Caring
gifts to the church office
by February 25.
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The LYO has Big Plans to help our neighbors in need:
*Our goal is to collect at least $500 for our local food pantry.

*We have been generous here at Martin Luther over the years.
Let’s work together to make 2019 our best year ever as we serve

our neighbors in need.

*This is a nationwide effort. In recent years about $8-10 million

was generated by 8,000-

*The official website is:

10,000 groups across the www.souperbowl.org.
USA each year.
REPORT OF ANNUAL The following Council Etzel, Diane Tovey, and Shelley

MEETING - January 20,
with 52 members in
attendance.

The continuation of the Shared
Ministry with Waldeck was
approved.

g o

OFFICERS

members were elected: Cindy
Weidemann-Treasurer; Shelby
Vaughn-Christian Education;
Jessica Weidemann-Worship
Committee (to fill out the
second year of term); and Brick
Peele-Property Committee.

Remaining Council members
are: Buck Williams-President;
Anita Drydale-Secretary; Tina
Mikeska-Outreach Committee;
and Karen Roemer-Steward-
ship Committee. A President-
elect is still needed.

Vickie Schroeder was re-elected
to serve on the Endowment
Committee. Other members
are Linda Mattocks, Darlene

Scheffer.

Karen Roemer was re-elected to
the Financial Review Commit-
tee. Others remaining are
Connie Peters and Marlene
Waak.

It was approved to continue a
plan for the prospective after-
school li)rogram or 2019-20.
Council was given approval to
use discretion to dispose of
dayschool equipment.

Thanks to outgoing Council
members: Tim Sanders,
President, and Dana Smith-
Christian Education
Committee.

=

REPORT ON 11™ NIGHT CONCERT at
MLLC - January 6. Approximately 40 people
attended the concert. It was a wonderful hour of
beautiful Christmas music renditions of voices -
duets, trio, and congregational singing! There were

“Beautiful music..is one of the most
maguificent and delightful presents God
has given us.” Wartin Luther

concert.

Fiano solos, o
astor Marcia
introduced the musicians. MLLC’s Care Com-

mittee provided cookies and punch following the

rEan solo, and trumpet music as well.

er of Shared Lutheran Ministries

REMINDERS:

P Next Tone Chimes practice is scheduled for February 24 at 8:30 a.m.

P Next choir practice will probably be the first Sunday of March - the 3rd. Check Sunday bulletins for date and

time.

P Lent starts with Ash Wednesday, March 6. The Lenten offerings for this year will go to the ELCA to help

stop human trafficking.

P Official Act in January: g w;'3Funel‘a|

The Celebration of the

Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ and the Funeral for Mamie Irene Pietsch Roemer was conducted by
Pastor David Tinker at MLLC on Wednesday, January 16, 2019, with committal service at the Carmine
Cemetery. Mrs. Roemer passed away on Sunday, January 13, 2019, at the age of 84.
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WOMEN'’S PAGE !

MLLC WELCA General
Planning Meeting of
January 7, 2019

The General Planning Meeting
of the MLLC Women of the
ELCA was held on Monday,
January 7, 2019 in the church
parlor with the following
attending: Colette Wunderlich,
Sedalia Ullrich, Diana
Wunderlich, Nancy Eilers,
Leonita Sanders, Dianna
Gerland, and Joys Baird. Light
refreshments were served.

Colette welcomed the group and
all recited the purpose and
mission statements. The
opening devotion on giving of
our time, energy, and talents
was shared by Colette from the

Thrivent in Action packet.
Minutes of previous meeting
were approved as given as well
as the treasurer’s report.

It was decided to give $300 to
the LYO’s Souper Bowl of
Caring. Highlights of activities
since July 2018 included
nursing home party at Care Inn,
Genesis Oakland Manor, and
Kruse Village, communion
visits to LaGrange nursing
homes, AMEN ingathering in
August and November, quilting
and fleece blanket tying each
month, synod convention in
Houston, Brazos Cluster Fall
Happening at Phillipsburg,
Thankoffering service and meal,
and quilts given for auctions at
Harvest Festival, Lutherhill, and
synod convention. Projects and
activities for the 2019 were
planned as follows: AMEN
ingatherings, quilting

(LWR/Camp for All/Krause

Center), fleece blanket tying,
collecting for Lutheran World
Relief (shipping date April 22,
2019 at Zionsville) Baby Care
Kits (January), Fabric Kits
(May), School Kits (July), &
Personal Care Kits (October),
Bold Women’s Day in Febru-
ary, World Day of Prayer in
March, Mother’s Day reception
& Upbring Krause Center
offering, MLLC WELCA
Banquet in June, General Meet-
ing in June with election of
president, TX LA Gulf Coast
Synod convention/retreat at
Lutherhill in August, Thank-
offering service with Hill Top
Ramblers and turkey meal in
November, and plan with
Brazos Cluster officers for the
Brazos Cluster Spring
Happening on April 27% at
MLLC.

The meeting closed with The
Lord’s Prayer.

Please mark your calendars:

X There will be no Fleece Blanket Tying on Saturday,

February 9. Stay tuned for an alternate date.

RN Next Quilting Day is Monday, February 11,
starting at 9:00 a.m. in the M&M building.

N Next Regular Meeting - Thursday, February 14,
2:00 p.m. Bible study theme: The Gospel of John:

~

4 About Rebekah:
The Rebekah Principle,
From Genesis 24:17-19,
speaks of her giving
water from her jar to
a servant and for the
camels,

Meetings with Jesus; Session 2: By night and day:
Coming in faith in Jesus

Edith Flinn leads the Bible study; Leonita Sanders

gives the offeriﬂf meditation; and Dianna Gerland P About Lydia:

and Avalda Pohl serve as hostesses. Herstoryistold [
in the Book of Acts.

N AMEN. Ingathering is in February. Lydia, a worshiper §
of God, and dealer

N Upcoming birthday parties: %{‘l P‘ifplg cloth. g '

At Oakland Manor in Giddings - Friday, March 15; herehe(:;'t tc:) pﬁ;in :

at Bec’s Blessing in Giddings - Tuesday, May 14. eagerly to what ?

was said by Paul.

XN The Brazos Cluster Spring Gathering will
be held at MLLC on Saturday, April 27.
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ON THE PRAYER LIST: XY
A58 904
Current Member Prayer Concerns:
Jack Weidemann (stroke); Vickie
Neutzler (hospitalized in Austin,
health concerns); Dorothy Rothermel
{head injury from fall, at Cornerstone
at Clear Lake in Clear Lake City); Ashley

Weiss (breast cancer); Valerie Moore

(recovering at home); Linda Kovar (health concerns).

Current Friends and Family Prayer Concerns: Eugenia
Fuchman (niece of Ruby Renck, health concerns); Lioyd
Pieper (friend of Eldon & Tina Mikeska, health
concerns); Sheri Harper (friend from the community,
health concerns); Ed Krivacka (friend & neighbor of Ed
Eargle & Carol Carmean, heart attack); Debbie Walsh
(friend of Ed & Carol, cancer); C.J. Lehmann (deputy
injured in La Grange shooting); Harris Kubos, Jr. (friend
of David & Sara Eilers, health concerns); Sam Reeves
(friend of Susan & Daryl Ray, Lou Gehrig’s disease); Tom
Brinkmeyer (friend of David & Sara Eilers, health
concerns),

Ongoing Member Prayer Concerns: llo Dean Ullrich,
Nick Colpetzer, Pastor Bill Derrick, Bobbie Weidemann,
Louis Kartous, Lisa Mayer.

Peschke, Lucas Smith, Izzy Depaz, El Gene Schulle, Dale
Walker, Paula Watkins, Kaitlyn Fritz, Jimmy Alvarado,
Perry Crow, Russell Zickley, Kalisa Pomykal, Kenneth
Bishop, Dave Barney, Bobbie Hughes, Steven Pratt,
Joey Pomykal, Bertha Reuther, Don Steinbach, Michael
(Butch) Schulz, Mary Edwards, Josh Dow, and Amanda
Sebastian.

Members in Care and Assisted Living Facilities: Joyce
Lehmann (at Bec's Blessing in Giddings); Bill Derrick (at
Bec's Blessing near Ledbetter); Dora Miller, Elvera
Limmer, Verline Schulte (Brenham Nursing & Rehab);
and Elvera Rudloff is at a small assisted living facility in
Houston.

Homebound Members: Nevilee Marburger (in
Houston); Mamie Roemer, Judith Yarborough, Peetsy
Fischer, and Shirley Mueller (at home at their Bed &
Breakfast in Brenham).

Military Personnal:
MLLC members: Joseph Vogel.

Family & Friends: Michael Martin, Jonathan Noak,
Justyn Bearden, Wade Friedrich, Kyle Slaughter, and all
those who serve, known, and unknown, in harm’s way.

Our Christian Sympathy to the families and friends

Ongoing Friends and Family Prayer Concerns: Sharon
Johnson, Hunter Pomykal, Kay Griffin, Kathy Gray,

of: Stuart Oslund (uncle of Pastor David Tinker);
Mamie Roemer, Leslie Frenzel (Dianna Gerland’s
cousin); and Jo Ann Dippel Wagner (Vilette Finke’s

Kevin Taylor, Kaitlyn Pieper, Berkley Fincher, Mikayla aunt).

TEN PRINCIPLES OF budgets or any other external cross and resurrection (2
CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP goal designated to elicit Corinthians 8:9).

FROM SECOND contributions. God asks us to

CORINTHIANS look at our income and give 5. Stewardship takes people
Adapted by Pastor David proportionately. who are ready - “Prepared” -

Tinker from various sources

Stewardshipfmphasis
-

1. Stewardship means the gift
of yourself: Itis an attitude,
The Macedonians gave to their
oorer brethren. St. Paul says,
‘they gave themselves first to
the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 8:5)
Nothing - and no amount of
money - is pleasing to the Lord
until we give ourselves to Him.

2. Stewardship is proportionate
to income. St.%‘auy reminded
the Corinthians that the
Macedonians “they voluntarily
ave according to their means.”
§2 Corinthians 8:3)
tewardship is not giving to

3. Stewardship is the proof of
the genuineness of our love.
The manner in which we “put
our money where our mouth
is” is tangible demonstration of
what is really in our hearts. St.
Paul pointed out to the
Corinthians that their
participation in the offering
was the way they would prove
that their love was “genuine” (2
Corinthians 8:8).

4. Stewardship is self-
sacrificing and is based on the
self-sacritice of Christ. Though
our Lord Jesus Christ shared
the eternal glory of the
Godhead with the Father, “yet
for our sakes He became poor:”
He gave all that up to make us
“rich” toward God through His

for stewardship. The Holy
Spirit makes stewards ouf of
K/}eople through their faith.

en and Women must be
prepared for stewardship
through the Word. “For if the
readiness is there, it is
acceptable according to what a
man has..” (2 Corinthians 8:12).

6. Stewardship is a joint
venture within the Body of
Christ. Our common
participation in financial
stewardship is the business of
the people of God.

Stewardship involves me, my
brothers and sisters in the body
of Christ and Christ himself.

(continued on next page)
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We share with one another our
mutual commitment to God
and Church. Itis sharing

within the Body of Christ, as St.

Paul pointed out to the
Corinthians (2 Corinthians
8:14).

7. Stewardship is honest and
honorable among Christians
and needs no “Gimmicks.”
Many people are extremely
nervous when it comes to
“talking about money, in the
church. Stewardship is more
than “money”, but it is also
“’money. More often than not,
there is a direct connection
between a person’s wallet and
the heart. 5t. Paul reminded
the Corinthians, “We aim at
what is honorable not only in
the Lord’s sight but also in the
sight of men.” (2 Corinthians

8:21). We do not need all sorts
of high pressure tactics and
“gimmicks” to make Christian
stewardship work. We do not
need the Gospel as the
motivation.

8. Stewardship requires
commitment. Our god has
given us his full commitment,
and we are called to make high
commitments to God and his
Church. St. Paul talked to the
Corinthians about their
pledges, their commitment, or
their “estimate of giving”,
when he talked to them about
“this gift you have promised.”
(2 Corinthians 9:11).

9. Stewardship is a challenge of

our faith in the promises of
God. That is the answer to the
motivation of Christian

stewardship. We look to the

romises St. Paul held out:
‘God is able to provide you
with every blessing in
abundance.” (2 Corinthians
9:8), and “God loves a cheerful
giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7) “You
will be enriched (2 Corinthians
8:11).

10. Stewardship is our way of
acknowledging and showing
our faith in the Gospel. Living
Stewardship is a tangible way
to show that we believe the
promises that God has given us
in Christ. “Under the test of
this service, you will glorify
God by your obedience in
acknowledging the Gospel of
Christ” (2 Corinthians 9:13).
Stewardship is the acid test of
where our faith and our hearts
are.

ATTENDANCE & CONTRIBUTION REPORT:

Date Attendance | General School | Building
12-24 192 1,655.00 -0- 100.00
12-25 40 1,985.00 -0- 100.00
12-30 70 4,933.00 -0- -0-
01-06 74 3,823.00 -0- 25.00
01-12 20 702.00 -0- -0-
01-13 77 4,244.00 -0- 290.00
01-20 91 6,592.00 0- -0-

ABOUT THE NOISY OFFERINGS: With the 2018 Noisy
Offering proceeds, a number of items were selected for
Lutheran World Relief from their

were a Half-a-Herd of Animals;

Emergen
11 Smoke

ly W
ess Cookstoves; an

contributed!

The 2019 Noisy Offering is designated for the Gulf Coast
Synod Military Chaplains’ Scholarship Fund, which supports
Lutheran pastoral candidates who have discerned a call to

ater Filtration Sglste
To

serve as military chaplains.

ift order form. Included
edical Supplies; two
ms; a Rickshaw;
ys for two playgrounds.
The proceeds were $1,413.18 and an extra $12.82 was added
for a total of $1,426.00 that was sent. Thanks to all who

MLLE Financial Information

December 2018 Year to Date

Total Income $320,608 91
Total Expenses 24466118
Net Income: S 75.847.73
December 2018 Month

Total Income $ 5102265
Total Expenses 18,875.77

Net Income: S 32,046.88
Year to Date Expenses Highlights:

Salaries and Benefits $152,298.18

Benevalences 234270

Utilities 16174 87

Property Insurance 15,161.50

Printing 8.033.29

Supplies & Forms 4766.25

Reimbursements 3.723.01

Harvest Fest Expenses 344780

Equipment & Tools 236311
MLLE Camping Ministry 273000
Maintenance & Repair 2,115.09

Bulletins & Envelopes 2B666.27
Computer & Software .768.46

Postage & Handling 1.744.00

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS: Now is a good time for members to call Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans to direct your 2018 Choice Dollars. Call 1-800-847-4836 between
7:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. central time and say “Thrivent Choice”. Have your member ID ready.
Martin Luther Lutheran Church is a choice. You may also go online to direct the Choice

Dollars. If you do not give them your choice, they will desi
think best. If you need help, contact Nancy Eilers. The dea

ate your money where they
gﬂ'ne is March 31, 2019.
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CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING SUMMARY
Monday, January 21, 2019

Members present: Buck
Williams, Anita Drydale,
Tina Mikeska, Brick Peele,
Shelby Vaughn, Pastor
David Tinker, Karen
Roemer, and Jessica
Weidemann. Member
absent: Cindy Weidemann.

The meeting was called to
order by Buck, and he
presented the devotion.

Pastor’s Report:

Recent new members: ----
--New member by transfer:
Sheryl Pratt, from MLLC in
Giddings. She had
previously been a member
of MLLC Carmine.

--Baptism: December 2 —
Spence Schroeder

--Confirmation Class
2018-19 will run through
February, 2019.
--Confirmation Sunday at
MLLC is scheduled for May
5. We have four students
preparing to be confirmed
on that Sunday—Peyton
Franklin, Kennedy
Jasinski, McKinley
Jasinski, and Rylan Stork.
--Confirmation Camp at
Lutherhill for our S-church
class group is July 21-16.

Upcoming events:
--February 3 - Four-
church Shared Ministry
Sunday at Lutherhill.
--March 6 ~ Ash
Wednesday. Worship at
MLLC at 7:30 p.m.
--March 13, 20, 27, April 3
and 10 - Wednesday
Lenten services.

--April 14 - Palm Sunday

--April 18 - Maundy
Thursday — Worship at
MLLC at 7:30 p.m.

--April 19 — Good Friday -
Worship at MLLC at 7:00

p.m.
--April 20 - The Vigil of
Easter — Worship at MLLC
at 7:00 p.m.

--April 21 - The
Resurrection of our Lord -
Sunrise service at Carmine
Cemetery at 6:45 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:00
a.m., Festival Worship at
10:00 a.m., Egg hunt at
11:10 a.m.

Committee Reports:
Christian Education
Committee:

--New Sunday School
Superintendent will be
needed effective February.
--Discussed turning one of
the rooms into the Sunday
School opening room,;
homier environment. It
will give more of an
opportunity to have
Sunday School out of the
fellowship hall leaving the
fellowship hall for other
events.

Worship Committee:
--The Synod Military
Chaplains’ Scholarship
Fund has been chosen for
the noisy offering for the
2019 year.

--Discussed Shared
Service at Lutherhill on
February 3. Lutherhill will
offer a children’s Sunday
School after service.

Outreach Committee:
--Reception after the 11t
Night Concert had a good
turnout. Plans ongoing for
new member reception.
--Souper Bowl Sunday
discussed. Announcement
to be made this Sunday
and in the newsletter, and
to have it on February 9
and 10.

--Possible committees to
host Lenten meal:

3/13 - Worship committee
and Men in Mission

3/27 - Rebekah Group
(tentative) and
Stewardship Committee.
4/10 - LYO, Dayschool
Board and Christian
Education Committee.

Property Committee:
--Water heater in Sacristy
has an odor. Anode rod
removed; eliminates sour
gas odor of hot water.
--Sidewalks uneven;
highlighted w/orange
paint. 1/22 meeting with
sales engineer to address.
Will also discuss crack in
narthex.

--Replaced battery in
riding mower.

--Quote to recover ten (10)
parlor chairs with vinyl
fabric received from
Ambrose Furniture in
Bryan--$2,357.66; quote
from Church Lane
Upholstery/Ledbetter;
Brenda Dunlap is pending.
--Ongoing: replacement of
defective fluorescent lamps
in parlor, main hallway,
and church offices;
replacement of A/C filters;
sheetrock repair and misc.
painting, connect/repair
flex ducting in attic over
fellowship hall; bull rock
placement to address
erosion rear of school
building.
--Maintenance of
church grounds.

Stewardship Committee:
--Four members present
along with Treasurer
Cindy Weidemann and
Pastor Tinker - 1/8.
--Folded year-end financial
statements.

--Finalized dates for
meetings: 3/11, 5/6, 7/8,
9/9, 10/7 (Harvest
Festival meeting); 11/11.
--Discussed Lenten
envelopes — envelopes have
been ordered.

(continued on next page)






